
sold: chinese export porcelain plate with two scotsmen
Qianlong period circa 1745-50

Scottish Market
Diameter: 9 inches; 23cm

A Chinese export dinner plate decorated in famille rose enamels with two members of the Highland
Regiment, one holding a gun and the other playing the bagpipes, the rim with four reserves of birds and

landscapes.
 

This rare plate is one of the most sought after and iconic examples of Chinese export porcelain. The
striking central design is derived from two drawings by George Bickham (1706-71). The piper is taken
from the frontispiece of A Short History of the Highland Regiment, 1743 and the private from another
drawing by Bickham. These and two further images of privates were issued as a set of prints by John

Bowles (1701-79) in 1743 and two of these were taken to China to be copied for this plate.
The Regiment, called the 43rd Highlanders (formed in 1739, later renamed the 42nd Foot in 1748 and,

later still, incorporated into the Black Watch) was summoned to London in 1743 to be inspected by
George II and after rumours that they were to be shipped to the West Indies to fight in the War of the

Austrian Succession, many mutinied and returned to Scotland. Three leaders were caught and shot in
the Tower and a Piper Donald Macdonnell, was transported as a convict to Georgia. This execution

was the reason for Bowles’s prints being published and the piper is believed to be Macdonnell and the
private is one of those shot, possibly Private Farquhar Shaw.

So it is believed that this apparent commemoration of two mutineers is an expression of Jacobite
sympathy. The enthusiasm was short-lived as the uprising and the cause were defeated at Culloden in
April 1746, where the Duke of Cumberland, son of the King, defeated Bonnie Prince Charlie, whose

flight afterwards became emblematic of romantic failure. 

References: a small bowl with these two figures on the outside formerly in the J Louis Binder Collection
(sold 2003) where the piper is shown in reverse - matching the original engraving; Le Corbeiller 1974,

p94, an example; Howard & Ayers 1978, p239; Buerdeley 1962, p99, plate XIX an example in the
Musée Guimet; Howard 1997, p112; Gordon p74, No 58; Lloyd Hyde 1964, plate XV; Scheurleer 1974,

pl 221; Coleman Brawer 1992, plate IV; examples in the Royal Scottish Museum and the Zeeuws



Museum, Middleburg.
 


